
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

“Without Jesus we can Do Nothing” 

(John 21:1-19) 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 The apostles were expert fishermen. But in this gospel event, they went out to fish 

without any success. Jesus was an ordinary carpenter. But when he instructed them on 

what to do and when they followed him, they “took so many fish that they could not haul the 

net in” (v6). 

 

 Thus, the gospel event gave truth to his words when Jesus told them, “Without me, you 

can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). It is only when we work for him that we can find positive and 

profitable results. It is only when we obey His words that we can be sure of success and 

satisfaction in life. God makes things happen. He makes things fruitful. But without Him, 

we are all helpless. Apart from Him, we are all defenseless. And separated from Him, we 

are all useless. All are possible with God. 

 

 Now the gospel is impelling us to try God in our lives. Rely on God. Invite God when 

we do and decide on something. Don’t venture alone. Don’t trust our strength alone. Ask 

and seek Him first. Go first to Him. 

 

 Let us ask ourselves, are we fishing on the wrong side of the boat? Are we betting on 

the wrong horse? Are we relying on the wrong source of our safety and security in life? 

With Jesus, we can be more effective. We can be more secure and successful. With Jesus 

on our side, we can do more. We can give more. We can earn more. How? Just like the 

disciples, we have to listen to Him. Then, we have to follow and obey His instructions to 

us. 

 

 In today’s gospel, Jesus went to his disciples. He approached them. Jesus is always 

coming to us. He also walks towards us so that He can direct us and lead us to the right 

path and to the fruitful side of life. So, let us not walk away from Him. Let us listen to 

Him. And always remember His words: “Without me, you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). 

 

 The gospel has a fitting end. Jesus gave Peter a graced opportunity to redeem himself. 

Peter promised Jesus his own life yet he denied him three times (Jn 13:37). Now, Peter 

assures Jesus of his love. He confesses three times his contrite love for Jesus. And Peter 

was not only forgiven. He was even entrusted with an important mission. He has to work 

for Jesus. He has to be like Jesus, a good shepherd who is willing to care, to feed and to 

lay one’s life for the sheep. 

 



 
 

 

 Jesus will always receive us back. Jesus will again and again send us to a mission. He 

will continue to hope and to trust us. But we have to be sincere with Him. We must be 

truthful to Him. We must admit our limitations and shortcomings. And Jesus will again 

give us another chance. 

 

  

 

 

 Peter is not tasked to show authority. Instead, Peter must manifest care and concern 

like what Jesus did. He must not show dominance, but understanding; not superiority 

but humility; not to give command; but to do service. This is what Peter is telling us: “Do 

not lord it over those assigned to you,, but be an example to the flock” (1 Pt 5:30). 

 

 Thus, don’t be boastful because of our position in the church. Don’t ask for privileges 

because of our status in the community. Don’t wait for the church to adjust to us and 

serve us. Don’t let people wait on us. 

 

 The commands of Jesus are very clear and simple. “Tend my sheep” (v 16). “Feed my 

sheep” (v 17). The sheep are His. They are not our own. They don’t belong to us. Jesus just 

entrusts them to our care. Thus, we should never take or treat them as our own private 

sheep, our own group, or own private people. They belong to Jesus. We must lead back 

to Jesus. And we must tend and care for them in the ways and according to the will Jesus 

wants them to be cared for and to be tended. Not according to what we want, not 

according to our moods, not according to how we want them to be tended. It is always  

according to the plan and program of Jesus. Why? Because they are His sheep. 

Remember, Jesus said, “My sheep.” 

 

Prayer 

 

 My Jesus, my Lord God, 

 Be with me today and stay with me. 

 With You, I can succeed. 

 I can move forward. 

 I can achieve. 

 Lord Jesus, come with me and stay with me. 

 With You, I am more satisfied. 



 
 

 

 I am inspired. 

 I am happy and fulfilled. 

 With You, Lord Jesus, I have nothing to ask for. 

 I have nothing to look for. 

 Having You in my life, O Lord Jesus, 

  I am more than blessed. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Challenges 

 

 Humbly ask Jesus to perform a miracle in your life or in the life of your friends who 

are truly in need of God’s intervention. Humbly ask Jesus to bless you today and your 

loved ones too. Humbly ask Jesus to grant grace to you and your family. 

 

 I will perform a blessing to my family and friends. I will do something worthwhile, 

something good for my family and friends.  
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